
 
Welcome to the last newsle.er of 2025, as there will be no commi.ee mee7ng 
in December. Weather is s7ll quite mild and, currently, there are no river stream 
warnings but please keep aware of changing condi7ons and warnings especially 
if we have more rain. Below is an update from the RCC commi.ee mee7ng held 
on 11th November.  
The commi.ee would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
 
Wednesday Club Night Training 
It is hoped to con7nue Wednesday night training through the winter with a 6k 
run around the bridges, star7ng at 6pm, followed by circuits in the marquee. 
Remember that all juniors taking part in the run during the darker nights must 
wear high-viz jackets. These are available from the kitchen crew in the 
clubhouse. Junior sessions for Carrington and Dietze paddlers will con7nue in 
the gym from 5 to 6pm as usual and we are planning to keep serving dinners if 
we have enough people booking meals by email or the Facebook member’s 
page. 
 
Paddling Challenge 
There were blue skies and sunshine for the 
Paddling Challenge held on Saturday 11th October.             

Will Roeser from Wey 
Kayak Club won the 
main race, following 
in his father Duncan’s 
footsteps as he won 
the trophy in 2002, 
the first father and 
son winners. Dianora 
de Bilio won the 
Ladies Challenge, as 
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well as the junior U18 trophy with sister Adriana winning the junior girls 5k race.                       

Graham O’Regan won 
the Men’s Veteran 10k 
and Inge Hermans won 
the Women’s Veteran 
10k. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
David Lawrence 
At the Paddling Challenge a 
presenta7on to David and his wife, 
Jane, took place to mark David 
re7ring as a Director of the Royal 
Canoe Club Trust a_er serving for 
32 years. Also, to mark the 
occasion, the Lounge bar is to be 
renamed The Lawrence Room. 
David won the Paddling Challenge 
back in 1976 and we were pleased 
that he agreed to present this 
year’s trophies for us. 
 
Club Successes 
With the season coming to an end, only a few successes to report - 
Elmbridge K2 10@10 – Sue and Lloyd Camp came 2nd in Class 3, a great result. 
Banbury Marathon – Marco con7nues his racing around the country with a trip 
to Banbury where he won the Division 4 K1 race. Well done Marco! 
 
 
 
 



Royal Awards Evening 
A fireworks display preceded the Awards evening on Wednesday 5th November 
and the evening was very well a.ended. 
Winners were – 
U12 girl – Adriana de Bilio 
U12 boy – Kajetan Zabawski 
Pinto 
U14 boy – Marco Mangian7ni 
U16 girl – Dianora de Bilio 
U16 boy – Henry Pi.  
U18 male – Louis Tanner 
These awards were based on 
points gained by paddlers at the 
Hasler marathons, the 
September MacGregor Rega.a 
and the Paddling Challenge. 
The George Richardson trophy was awarded to Johnny Williams, who has shown 
great club values as a mentor and as an athlete. 
Cadet of the Year was Edward Lucke., awarded as the most improved junior 
paddler. 
The Paddlers Paddler award winner is always voted for by all club members and 
this year it was a runaway result with Bernice King winning, for all her 7me and 
work with the Women on Water group. A very popular choice! 
 
Zak Benstead 
We welcome another coach to the club; Zak will be a full-7me replacement for 
Ryan Lark and will work with Aaron going forward. Zak has a lot of paddling 
experience and racing at an interna7onal level and has been involved in 
coaching and sports science. He has already been down to the club, and it is 
hoped he will be employed before the end of November.  
 
Royal 10@10 K2 race 
This takes place on Sunday 23rd November over our usual 10k course, star7ng at 
10am, for K2s only. Entries are £5 per seat and are now OPEN on Canoe 
Marathon.org.uk. We are looking for volunteers for the event so if you can spare 
an hour or two between 8am and 12pm please contact Eleanor McKinlay at 
secretary@royalcanoeclub.com . You will get a volunteer t-shirt and a free coffee 
and bacon or egg roll for breakfast.  
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Christmas Dinner 
As there will be no Christmas par7es this year, we are hoping to serve a 
Christmas dinner on the club night of Wednesday 10th December with a full 
roast, Christmas pudding, and mince pies. Look out for the usual no7ces on 
Facebook and emails. 
 
First Aid Course 
We are s7ll hoping to run a first aid course at the club at some 7me over the 
winter/spring, but we do not have the required numbers now to make it viable. 
The course is open to all members of the club to take and is a useful 
qualifica7on to have. All paddlers wishing to take coaching sessions at the club 
need a First Aid cer7ficate and the course is also necessary for race organisers. 
For further details, please contact club secretary Eleanor McKinlay at 
secretary@royalcanoeclub.com.  
 
Loveadmin Fees 
Loveadmin will be charging an addi7onal 30p to customers from November. This 
will be automa7cally added to your regular club fees through Loveadmin. 
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